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. excuse us from writing a salutatory. We prefer to 
slip quietly into the editorial chair, and go to work. We 
consider the MissioNARY HELPER as one of the factors to be 
used in solving the problem of the world’s redemption. Its 
mission is, therefore, God-given. We accept the work of con- 
ducting it “in his name,’’ desire earnestly to do it in the way 
most pleasing to him, and rely upon his guidance and help. 
One of our missionaries, about to sail for India, said, in a pub- 
lic meeting, “ My words will be few now. Two years hence, I 
hope to have something to say.” When we have had time to 
estimate the work to be done, and have had experience in doing 
it, we can more wisely announce plans and make promises than 


at present. 
— OO 


A Happy New Year. As we meet our friends with this bright 
wish, how few of us fully recognize the following truths :-— 

God’s Word is the truest thing in the world. 

fe says that it “tis more blessed to give than to receive.”’ 

The greatest happiness must come, then, to him who gives as 
freely as he can. 

A happy year may come to him who receives much, but by 
far the happiest one will come to him who just believes God 
means what he says, and acts accordingly. We wish to all our 


readers, 
THE HAPPIEST NEW YEAR. 
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THOROUGH ORGANIZATION. 


N order to secure the greatest possible efficiency in the work 

of the Woman’s Missionary Society, we should aim for complete 
organization. We need tu recognize, first, the value of little 
things, small efforts. The excuse is often given, ‘‘ Oh, we are 
so weak! We could do so little, if we were to attempt any- 
thing, that we do not want to try.” We fail to read the lesson 
which the physical world is constantly teaching, that great forces 
are but the aggregate of atoms, or atomic forces. 

Just so in Christian work. The churches which accomplish 
the most for the Master, are not those in which two or three 
persons, with marked ability, do a great deal of work ; but those 
in which allthe members, or a great majority of them, do each 
the little things that come in duty’s path. 

There is not a church, however small, but would be stronger 
if the women would organize a Woman’s Missionary Society. 
The interest awakened in working for others always brings with it 
efficiency in home work. Look at Minnesota, with a Woman’s 
Missionary Society in each church, and two at places where no 
churches have been formed! The Banner State, truly! Hold 
the banner high, sisters, and keep it waving, that all may see 
and follow the good example. 

But, having secured this local organization everywhere, we 
must clasp hands. Drops of water may contain all the constitu- 
ent elements of the ocedn, but it is only when they unite that 
they become a power, such as exists in the great, tossing ocean. 

Local auxiliaries are excellent things, but when these are 
banded together in Quarterly Meeting, and these in Yearly 
Meeting, Societies, with a regular system of reporting, which 
shall enable our Home Secretaries to know just how the work 
stands in every State, then the drops of influence will be so 
united as to make our society a mighty power. 

In order to secure this desirable result, let us aim, during this 
precious new year which God has given us, in which to work for 
him, to do the little things, by inducing women in all the 
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churches to organize local auxiliaries, and then mass our forces, 
so as to bring our whole power to bear in helping to evangelize 
the world. 

This work for the Master requires haste. It needs to be done 
now. Our opportunity is the present one. Let us be up and 
doing. 

+> + 


OUR PRESENT NEED. 


Wuat we need most of anything in our missionary work is 
downright earnestness. We have assumed obligations, as a de- 
nomination, for a definite part of the “all the world”’ work that 
is to be done, before the Gospel will be preached “to every 
creature.” A person who is indolent in fulfilling personal obli- 
gations, suffers from it in all his relations to life. A denomina- 
tion that is not wide-awake to its duty to do its full part toward 
bringing the world to Christ, is in a malarial condition, and the 
chills will be felt through the whole body. We are doing fairly 
well, but we can do much better. 

God grant that, during the year 1887, the pulsations of our 
denominational life may be felt, as never before, in ovr field in 
India, among our wards at Harper’s Ferry, and in ovr new work 
for the glorious West ! 


di. 
> 





>< 
Ba diin. of 


WE bespeak for Mrs. M. M. Brewster, so long the devoted 
editor of the Misstonary HELPER, the prayers and sympathy of 
all our readers, as she enters upon missionary. work in Brooklyn, 
preparatory to the extended tour in the interests of missions, 
which she has been so long hoping for. 

Her place as the founder and first editor of the HELPER is as- 
sured in the history of our denomination. Her work for it is 
not a completed one, for so long as the HELPER lives, it will be 
a living testimony of work done for it in the past. 


——-. +> + 


Tue Mohammedans have ninety-nine names for God, but 
among them all they have not “Our Father.” 
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At Ocean Park, one year ago last summer, some ladies 
brought me a beautiful quilt, made by Miss Havilla Wilkinson, 
-of Springvale, Me., for Mrs. H. C. Phillips, of Santipore, India, 
and also twenty-five dollars in money. I wrote Dr. Phillips at 
once to give Mrs. Phillips that amount, which he did. I also 
sent the names of the donors to Mrs. Phillips, and when Dr. 
Bacheler sailed I sent the quilt. She very gratefully acknowl- 
edged the reception of both money and quilt long ago, and the 
Missionary Report noticed the fact. Mary R. PHILLIPS. 


8 He 


Ir anyone doubts whether the heathen really need to be 
taught Christianity, let him ask himself how much would be 
taken out of his life, if all knowledge of a Saviour, all the conso- 
lations of the Gospel, all the uplifting influences of Christianity, 
and all hopes of heaven, were at once removed from his con- 
sciousness. Would it not seem as if life were a blank, with al- 
most nothing left? Such is the condition of millions of our 
brothers and sisters. 

1 

PLEASE TAKE NoticE.—If you send names of subscribers, and 
money, to Mrs. Burlingame, the editor of the HELPER, you will 
oblige her to mail them again to Mrs. Andrews, the agent. Re- 
member, send articles for publication to the editor, but all re- 
newals of subscriptions and all matters of business should be 


sent to Mrs. Andrews. 
a 


Wuen some kind of a ’phone is invented, by which eur 
thoughts can be tragsferred instantly to paper, then we shall be 
able to answer all the kind letters we receive. Until then, we 
shall be obliged to allow much appreciation to go unexpressed. 


+>. ____ 


CorrEcTIon.—In December number of Missionary HELPER, 
on page 27th of reports, Springfield is credited with $361.41, 
which is a mistake. It ought to have no credit whatever, and 
the $361.41 is the total of the Yearly Meeting. 
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ALL THE WORLD FOR JESUS. 


[We purpose, under this heading, to give our readers, in each issue, some facts 
relating to the progress of missionary work in different parts of the world. As it is 
fitting that we first get a little idea of the work to be and being done, we call atten- 
tion to the following extract from W. E. Blackstone’s address at the Northfield 
Conference. | 

THERE are estimated to be 1,434,000,000 of human beings, accord- 
ing to the most eminent statisticians, whose figures I have taken. 
Divided into classes according to religion, the figures are: Protest- 
ants, 136,000,000; Greek and Oriental churches, 85,000,000; 
Roman Catholics, 195,000,000; Jews, 8,000,000; Mohammedans, 
175,000,000; heathen, 835,000,000. Just think of it—835,000,000 
of heathen! That is a number which it is impossible for’us to com- 
prehend, except by comparing it with numbers with which we are 
more familiar. New York, for example, with its suburbs, contains 
about two millions, and Chicago three-quarters of a million. What 
are those figures in contrast with the grand total? 


Although 685,000,000 people are under Christian govern- 
ment, it is notable that the influence of these nations upon the 
heathen world is in many respects against the progress of Chris- 
tianity. When the same ship conveys one missionary and a 
thousand barrels of rum, it is a serious question whether that 
ship had better never start on its journey. 

But evil never has been finally victorious, and never will. 
This is a glorious century, in the advancement which has at- 
tended Christ’s kingdom. In 1800 there were not far from 200 
missionaries, mostly Moravians, in the field. At the close of 
the year 1884, there were over 6,000. In his AM/issionstunden, 
Dr. Warneck, of Germany, says :— 

Let us now turn to the results that have been achieved. These 
are not to be estimated in figures. Thousands and tens of thou- 
sands who have not been baptized yet feel the blessed influence of 
missions. Heathen customs have been renounced, harshness and 
cruelty alleviated, superstitions shattered, ignorance done away, new 
moral views imparted, and the foundations of a Christian civilization 
laid. But, apart from this, what say the figures? At the end of 1884 
there were “at least 2,400,000 adherents and 650,000 full church 
members—2,283,700 evangelized heathen—that is a significant num- 
ber. Iam far frum declaring that each one of these is a mature be- 
liever. Certainly, the majority have much weakness, and their 


Christianity is still in its juveni'e stage. Yet how many striking in- 
stances of wonderful Divine guidance, of the power of the Gospel, 
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of real conversion, of childlike faith, of devout prayer, of love for 
the Word, of willing self-sacrifice, of heroic endurance for the con- 
fession of Christ, are included in these 2,283,000! How much toil 
has been expended, how many obstacles overcome, how much 
patience of faith exercised to attain this number ! 

How widely spread in different lands are these 2,283,000! If we 
make a journey around the globe, almost everywhere do we meet 
more or less of them. In Labrador and Greenland, among the 
Indians and negroes of British America and the United States, in 
the West Indies, on the coasts of Central and Southern America, 
and even in the wild Terra del Fuego, 688,000 of heathen have been 
gathered into Christian communities. If we leave San. Francisco 
and go across the Pacific Ocean, we find in the Sandwich Islands, 
in Micronesia and Melanesia and Polynesia, in New Zealand and 
Australia, missionary converts numbering 240,000 souls. If we 
turn to the Indian Archipelago and from there go to the Japanese 
Islands, and then to the Asiatic Continent, India, China, Persia, 
and Asia Minor, we find 754,000 heathen who have become Chris- 
tians. Coming at last to Africa, we meet with converts at Madagas- 
car, among the Caffres, Bechuanas and Hottentots of South Africa, 
the negroes of the interior, and the west coast from Congo to Sene- 
gambia, amounting to 577,000. Surely this is a wide sowing of the 
seed, and the Church has taken seriously the command to go into 
all the world. 





a ae 4 
in i a 


A FEW PLAIN WORDS. 


BY MRS. MARY L. PHILLIPS. 


N this land, where the laborers are many and vacancies are 
promptly filled, it is impossible to comprehend the sadness 
that well-nigh overwhelms the little band on the foreign shore, 
when one of their number slips away. Long shall we remember 
the partings on the banks of the Cassye, in Midnapore, as dear 
toilers, who had been brightest in darkest hours, were borne 
away from our field. 

To-day, the resignation of our loved editor of the HELPER 
brings a sorrow akin to that. 

During nine full years she has been one with us, coming to 
our weary hearts with words of cheer and comfort from every 
quarter of the denomination, staying up our weary hands in the 
thickest of the battle, as no other person could. As, day by day, 
and year by year, her unswerving fidelity to Foreign and Home 
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Missions, and her tender sympathy with the workers, have deep- 
ened and strengthened, she has bound herself to us and to suf- 
fering humanity with cords that time will be powerless to sever. 
The blessed work she has done in opening zenana doors right 
into our Western prairies even, in lifting Africa’s sad daughters, 
in arousing American women to higher and holier sacrifices, will 
not only yield her its hundred fold, but bless the world when her 
sowing and reaping are all over. But the loss we sustain in her 
resignation loses some of its keenness in the thought that it will 
be her gain, and that in her labors of love she will still cherish, 
as her own, the HELPER and itsfields. Also in this bereavement 
our hearts thank God and take courage ; for, we are bold to say, 
the three women to whose care the HELPER has fallen are the 
very ones who seem to us pre-eminently fitted for the sacred 
charge. 

May He who sustained and blessed its first editor, give to 
them a double portion of his spirit, that, at this perilous period 
of its existence, they may sacredly make it a missionary helper. 

In regard to the “ Home Department,” let us simply say, 
none but those who for long, weary years have looked into the 
homeless abodes and the sad faces of heathen women, sad alike 
in hut and palace, can justly conceive of the need of work at 
home. Hence there is a home work that is intensely missionary 
work, 

We look into these American homes, surest earnest on earth 
of the “ many mansions,”—and our very souls cry out, “ Send 
some of this heavenly brightness over there.”’ We see our young 
men and women drinking deep draughts from the fountains of 
wisdom everywhere here, and the prayer arises that in turn they 
may take the living water to souls dying with thirst. 

We go into these home churches, and our hearts plead : “ Oh, 
men of God, lead your people up higher, where they may have 
a little taste of the blessedness there is in ‘spending and being 
spent’ for others ! ”’ 

Oh, there is a Christian soul culture mete for any missionary 
helper ; hence we see no need of a Department. We have 
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longed and still ask for the four extra pages ; but we would put 
them in the vam of direct missionary effort, and we believe the 
new guardians of the HELPER, under God, can do this very 
thing, in spite of the Department. 

He must be blind, indeed, who sees not the tendency in this 
age to worship “culture.” In the words of a gifted author: 
“When will the arrogant spirit of this nineteenth century learn 
that culture is not Christianity? Oh, how the skeletons dance 
behind the velvet curtains that background our cultured society !”’ 

A justifiable fear of this tendency has made us, and still makes 
us, implore that our magazine may be kept purely a missionary 
helper ; and if the three tried women who now have its keeping 
cannot do this, we know of none that can. Between many a 
Scylla and Charybdis they have helped guide our mission ship. 
To them let us confidingly intrust our loved HELpEr, deter- 
mined, by as much as lies within us, to help them in making it 
what the most zealous missionary desires ; and may its first edi- 
tor, with her knowledge gained from long experience and many 
sacrifices, still come to its aid. 

a 


FAITH A NECESSITY OF SUCCESS. 


BY M. A. W. BACHELDER. 

we Christ said to the blind men, “ According to your 

faith be it unto you,” he not only touched a law of spirit- 
ual, but also of intellectual and material growth. The begin- 
ning of retrograde movement in any work can usually be traced 
to the moment of wavering faith; the. beginning of advance 
movement to a belief that no achievement is impossible to those 
who strive. 

In mission work, a growing faith in its future is a constant 
need. To such faith is due the good already accomplished. 
It sees the triumphant planting of an auxiliary in every church ; 
our missionary fields well supplied with missionaries, our mis- 
sionaries well supported ; the MissionaRY HELPER fulfilling more 
and more the promises of usefulness already so abundantly 
given, placed in the hands and taken into the hearts of all our 
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people ; the members of our mission bands developed into stal- 
wart Christian workers ; the seed sown by the Woman’s Bureau 
grown into mighty trees of intellectual strength and physical 
power. The faith that believes in the accomplishment of all 
this is not visionary. ‘The person of faith can be no dreamer, 
for ‘‘faith is the substance of things hoped for,” and without 
works it is dead. 

It is often too much pride, rather than too little faith, that hin- 
ders progress. People are ashamed to do all they believe pos- 
sible, and that lies in their path, because it is too small to suit 
their ambitions. Waiting for a large work to present itself, the 
small one is neglected, and even the faith which deemed that 
possible may die. Faith needs care to grow, like anything else. 
Every grain of it is precious, and should be cultivated. 

Each Christian believes that something is possible to him. 
If he immediately do that work, cheerfully, prayerfully, faith- 
fully, the reward will be increased confidence in that direction, 
and his eyes will surely open to other fields waiting for his cul- 
tivation. So the work grows and faith grows, until great and 

“greater good is accomplished. Faith not only grows, but be- 
comes a habit. All realize that bad habits, once fixed, cling 
with alarming tenacity. It is a matter for rejoicing that good 
habits can also become second nature. Believing may become 
a habit, as well as doubting, and with much happier results. 
Faith, then, comes through cheerful, prayerful exercise of even 
a small belief; and, through faith, success. 

9 

HOME MISSIONS. 

BY MRS. A. A. MCKENNEY, 
HEN we consider the great tide of emigration that is con- 
stantly pouring into our Western States, it is not only gratify- 
ing, but most reasonable and timely, that there should be an in- 
crease of interest manifested in regard to home-mission work. 
In the past we have not realized the great importance of this work, 
and, therefore, have not been fully aroused to give it the atten- 

tion it demands. 
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Let us look backward a few years, and see what has been ac- 
complished. A few ministers have entered the West, and organ- 
ized churches here and there, struggling bravely to discharge 
their duties to their churches and families ; but, with the little 
means at command, theirs has been a life of poverty and hard- 
ship. Although it is a glorious work to enter these humble 
homes and plant the seed of truth and righteousness, which in 
the future may bring a bountiful harvest, yet it is one of many 
trials and deprivations, and our home missionaries need the 
sympathy of all Christian hearts. 

Our land must be redeemed for Christ ; but, as many diffi- 
culties meet us in new fields of labor, the work is slow, and it 
requires a patient, persistent, intelligent effort, with much self- 
denial, to accomplish the work for our Master. Must this 
denial be made by the few Christians who enter these fields of 
labor alone, or will all share in the sacrifice ? 

The numbers added to our population yearly should be 
molded and brought into harmony with Christian principles. 
The Gospel seed must be sown, for we cannot expect our faith 
to grow unless we plant the seed. Weeds will grow without 
care, and grow so rapidly, when they once get started, that it 
takes many years of hard labor to keep them from choking out 
the good seed after it has been sown. 

During the last year, as I have been traveling back and forth 
in some of these new States, my heart has been stirred, as never 
before, as I have seen the multitudes constantly coming from 
our Eastern States and from Europe, to make their homes in 
the West. Not only have I seen trains, westward bound, so 
crowded as to be unable to find a seat, but among their emigrants 
large numbers of boys and girls. ‘These sights made me think 
most earnestly, ‘‘What can be done to give these children Gospel 
privileges?”” The question comes to me over and over, daily. 

Sisters, what better work can we do than to bring these chil- 
dren into Sabbath schools, where they can be taught the way of 
life, and save our young men and women from the snares beset- 
ting the young in places where there is lack of spiritual instruc- 
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tion? As our young people leave Christian homes to go into 
new towns, oh, let our prayers go with them ; and not only our 
prayers, but something of our means to help provide them with 
Christian privileges. Home Missions ought to interest every 
Christian mother who has children to consecrate to Christ’s ser- 
vice. 

The demand for home work has been quietly growing, and it 
should be our object to awaken a greater interest in the cause, 
and thus increase the means of promoting it. Then we should 
study to use the means placed at our disposal, carefully and 
judiciously. As soon as churches are organized, they should be 
followed by a Woman’s Missionary Society, for this will greatly 
help them to become self-supporting. 

During the last few years we have been doing something in 
this line, and the results which follow, are very encouraging. 
We can not yet see the fruit of our labor in the newer States, for 
the seed has only recently been sown here and there. Many 
new societies have been organized, the zeal of many quickened, 
new purposes formed to do more in the future than in the past ; 
and we feel that, in the minds of the women of our churches, a 
sense of the great importance of Home Missions is growing, and 
that this feature of our work demands more time and money 
and effort than formerly. Yet, when we see the great amount 
of work to be done all through the Western and Southern States, 
we cannot help crying, “ Lord, send men and women to labor 
in thy vineyard !” 

Dear sisters, let us earnestly ask God’s blessing to rest on the 
spiritually destitute places in our own land, and work and pray 
and trust that Christ’s kingdom may grow until it fills our fair 
land from shore to shore. 

Champlin, Minn. 

i 
Mapacascar is almost a miracle of missionary triumph. The 


native Christians of that island have given more than £800,000 
for the spread of the Gospel within the past ten years. 
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GIVING.* 
BY FAITH HAYNE. 


N Nature’s precepts there is found 
One law for all the living ; 

*Tis seen in ocean, earth, and cloud,— 
The joy of life is giving. 

The mists, which silently exhale 
From off the lake’s broad bosom, 

Drop noiselessly to earth again, 
Refreshing leaf and blossom. 


Thus clouds give water to the earth, 
Whose streams supply the river, 
Which, flowing onward to the lake, 

In turn becomes the giver. 


The tree, which draws its nourishment 
From out the earth, while growing, 

Gives back to earth its foliage bright, 
When autumn winds are blowing. 


Thus "tis a round, there is no pause, 
All Nature is receiving 

Her part, while to some other part 
She is forever giving. 


Shall man, the noblest work of God, 
Be ever the receiver, 

Nor know the sweetest joy of life— 
The joy of being giver? 

We know the story of the Cross 
And of the Father’s kindness : 

Then let us send the message on 
To those who sit in blindness ; 


While they in turn to others tell 
The sweet and blessed story, 
Until the knowledge of the Lord 

Shall fill the earth with glory. 


* We hope our Young People's Societies will consider the above as a contribu- 
tion from their department of our work, as the author is but fifteen years old. 
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THE TORN BIBLE. 


MRS. L. Be WOLF, IN THE “ LUTHERAN OBSERVER.” 


PON the open, airy veranda of an Indian bungalow, in the 
early morning, is sitting a missionary’s wife with her two 
children. The elder child is a bright boy of five, the other a 
gentle little maiden who has not yet seen the second anniversary 
of her birthday. The mother is just now busy reading from a 
Telugu Bible, while every now and then she consults her English 
version, which she has also at hand, not feeling satisfied with 
her own interpretation of the Telugu, which is yet almost a new 
tongue to her. Presently some duty calls her within ; and, not 
having finished her daily portion, she lays both books upon a 
low teapoy by her side, and passes into the house. ’ 
Scarcely has she entered the open door, when Nita is seized 
by a desire to know what has been interesting mamma all this 
time, while she and Bertie have been quietly playing, and 
whether there are pretty pictures in mamma’s books. So, grasp- 
ing the books in her soft, dimpled hands, the baby sits down up- 
on the veranda floor, and, opening one of them, begins turning the 
leaves to find the pictures. In her pretty eagerness she does not 
turn the leaves as gently as she should, and soon a loosened leaf, 
falling from between the fairy fingers, is caught up by the breeze 
and carried away, just as mamma’s returning footsteps are heard. 
“ Oh, mamma,” cries Bertie, “ see ! Nita has torn your book.” 
“Why, Nita, you naughty, naughty child!” hastily and rather 
sharply speaks the usually gentle mother; “mamma. shall 
surely have to—”’ but, catching sight of the frightened look and 
tear-filled eyes of her baby, the mother catches back the re- 
mainder of the hasty words she would have uttered, and her 
face flushes, her heart misgives her, as she recalls the almost 
angry feelings with which her breast was filled as she began to 
chide the little Nita. Stooping, she kissed the quivering rose- 
bud mouth, saying, in a changed and very gentle voice : ““ Mam- 
ma’s little Nita didn’t know, did she? But darling must not 
touch mamma’s books without leave.” 
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Turning to a lady acquaintance who had followed her out up- 
on the veranda, she said, in an apologetic tone, with flushing 
face and filling eyes: ‘I am very sorry that I was so hasty 
and so nearly angry ; but, if an excuse may be offered, it is al- 
ways annoying to have one’s books injured, and it has always 
seemed to me almost, if not quite, a sin to tear a Bible.” 

“Well,” said the lady, with a light laugh, “this is certainly 
‘much ado about nothing.’ What are a few hasty words ; and 
to such a baby, too? I really believe there are tears in your 
eyes, and that you are ready to apologize to that child for hav- 
ing hurt her feelings, instead of slapping her fingers for med- 
dling with and tearing your book, as almost any mother might 
do under the circumstances. Do you suppose that little thing 
will remember an hour after this that you have been angry with 
her at all?” 

“ It may be not,” the mother replied ; “ but I shall remem- 
ber it; and there is Another in whose pure sight every angry 
thought, every hasty word, every wound-bearing glance, is hate- 
ful. Will he not remember it, think you?” 

“Oh, forbear ; if you are going to preach, I shall retire pre- 
cipitately,” replied the careless friend, and immediately with- 
drew. But, as her seat was by an open window, she was still 
within sound of the mother’s and children’s voices. 

Bertie, who had been standing thoughtfully by, now spoke :— 

“Mamma, do you think God is very angry with little sister 
for tearing a leaf from his Holy Word?” 

* No, my son; I can not think that he is.” 

“Well, I am glad; for I surely thought that God must be 
very angry when you spoke so to Nita, and the tears stood in 
your eyes.” And he gave a sigh of relief. 

“Come, dear, we will see; maybe mamma can fasten the 
leaf, and then the book will be quite good again.” 

“ Oh, mamma, the leaf has blown quite away ; I tried to catch 
it, but the wind took it right over the compound wall, and you 
know"you have told me ever so many times that I should never 
go beyond the gate.” 
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“Yes, my dear boy, and I am glad that you have remembered 
to obey so well. But what leaf has been taken away? We will 
see. Ah, here is the place, I see; it is the third chapter of the 
Gospel of John, with a few verses of the latter part of the second 
chapter. There is the whole Gospel truth on that leaf that is 
blown, no one knows whither, and—who knows ?—it may fall 
into the hands of some one who can read Telugu, and be a 
blessing to him,” she says, musingly, half forgetful of Bertie, 
who is standing quietly by. 

The lady, who was still sitting within by the window, heard 
every word spoken by the mother and son, and, with a half-dissat- 
isfied sigh, said to herself: “‘ Mrs. E—— is the queerest person 
I ever saw. Now there that midget Nita has already forgotten 
her griefs and is playing with her dolls, while her mother is still 
fretting over those few light words, and speaking about that leaf 
as though it were a precious jewel or a purse of gold that had 
been lost. Heigho! I believe I’ll get my Bible, if I can find it 
anywhere, and see what there is that is so wonderful in the third 
chapter of John, that may prove such a blessing to him that 
reads.” And, rising, she went slowly in search of her neglected 
Bible. Let us hope that she found it ; that she read the chap- 
ter referred to, not only once, and carelessly, but often and 
thoughtfully, until she found the jewel which she knew not of, 
as possessing the Pearl of Great Price. 

We will now follow the leaf as the wind carried it away. 
Tossed over the compound wall, it went whirling down the 
road, attracting the attention of a group of naked Hindu chil- 
dren who were playing in the sand by the roadside. 

“We will catch it,” they cried; and, scampering away, 
laughing and screaming, the largest of the group was just about 
to seize it, when, whiff! came the wind, and, catching the flutter- 
ing leaf, carried it high out of the child’s reach and away over 
the low roofs of the native houses, until it fell ignominiously up- 
on a heap of rubbish in an adjacent alley. A poor widow, who 
was Carefully searching for any and every thing of a combustible 
nature by which to make a fire to cook the family’s daily rice, 
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now saw the luckless leaf, and was just about to gather it into 
her basket, when again a puff of wind took it up ; and this time, 
as though with more care, it gently fell at the feet of a young 
Hindu student, who, seeing that it was in his own language, 
picked it up and began to read. At first the words seemed to 
have but little or no meaning to him, for his thoughts had been 

somewhat disturbed ; but, reaching the words, “ For God so — 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 


life,’’ his attention was riveted. He read it again and again. 
? ’ 
(To be continued.) 
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TOO LATE. 
BY HOPESTILL FARNHAM. 
THERE was sown in his heart a tiny seed, 
A seed of doubt; 
So small it seemed, he did not try 
To pluck it out. 





When life was done, this cry, ‘‘ Oh, sad, sad heart! 
A fatal hour, 

Which left uncrushed the tiny seed, 
Still in thy power.” 


>< ~~ 
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Were You OnE or THESE ?—In a paper on female education 
in India, read by a gentleman before the Society of Arts, the 
fact was set forth that in the more advanced presidencies, 
Madras and Bombay, one girl is under instruction out of every 
403 and 431, respectively. In Bengal, one in 976, and in those 
districts of Hyderabad which had the benefit of British adminis- 
tration, there was but one in 3,630. 

What should we do were we one of this number? Significant, 
indeed, are these words of a native woman : — 


‘*Of woman, the condition is the same as it has been for the past 
one thousand years. Indeed, in this enlightened age, it appears 
even more degraded ; for the educated young men of our land, instead 
of love, feel only disgust for ignorant women. Alas! this civilized 
age has tiited over yet more the vial of our misfortunes. Although 
to speak of the présent state of India’s sons as one of complete ad- 
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vancement is altogether false and wholly erroneous, yet, compared 
with the condition of the women, there is a difference as of heaven and 
earth. What further fruit of our ill fate can there be, since even in 
this reign of justice we are compelled to endure, innocently, the 
miseries of prison?” 
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SYRIA, — A SEEMING IMPOSSIBILITY. 
THE following impressive incident, from a forthcoming book 
by Mrs. Lucy S. Bainbridge, is reproduced from Woman's 
Work for Woman :— 


‘‘In a miserable native village in grand old Lebanon, a mission- 
ary, trying to do all possible for Christ, opened a free evening- 
school. Possibly some one might come who would learn more than 
the simple Arabic letters ; and, if but one soul was reached, it would 
be more than pay enough for all the effort. Among the few who 
came, was an old man both blind and deaf. ‘What an unpromising 
pupil! You must turn him off,’ said a friend. ‘He talks and mut- 
ters constantly, and will interrupt your school; and you surely can 
not reach his soul, shut and locked, as it is, within his prison-house 
of clay.’ ‘ But the child who brought him,’ replied the teacher, 
‘will, perhaps, stay away also; and how can I send one such poor 
creature back to his lonely, miserable life, without at least trying to 
help him?* The old man, led by his little bright-eyed grandson, 
was punctually on hand. After the younger pupils were set to work 
at their various lessons, that missionary teacher took the old man’s 
hand, and slowly marked with his finger upon his open palm the 
Arabic characters for God. The sense of touch was very keen, now 
that the eyes and ears had becgme useless. The long-forgotten 
letters came back to the old man’s memory. 

‘¢*God'— that was enough for the first lesson. He repeated it 
over and over to himself, tracing the lines again and ugain upon his 
wrinkled palm. 

‘“‘The next time the lesson was: ‘ God so loved ’°—‘ God so loved ; 
and the next, ‘God so loved the world.’ The aged scholar had 
something now for his muttering lips to say. ‘The lessons con- 
tinued until the whole verse was his: ‘ God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.’ 

‘*All through the bazars and market-places, to hundreds of hearers, 
that garrulous oid man repeated his lesson, sowing seed whose har- 
vesting only eternity may fully reveal.” 


5 


a 
PitGRm™’s PROGRESS is now being printed in the Crees lan- 
guage, for the benefit of the Indians in the far north of America, 
and will be of immense service in the hands of the missionaries. 
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FATAL GIFTS FROM CIVILIZED NATIONS.—It seems to be a 
law of human life that the stronger races shall always have some 
special vice with which to poison the weaker tribes which they 
are about to sweep away, as the serpent paralyzes its victim be- 
fore making the fatal spring. It is not enough that with fire 
and sword they consume them ; they furnish the means by which 
they may destroy themselves. Whisky, opium, and vice, and 
the diseases that spring from vice, are among their gifts. As 
one illustration of this, an English ship which recently bore out 
a Lutheran missionary to the valley of the Congo, had on board 
over 100,000 gallons of New England rum.— Foreign Missionary. 








HELPS FOR MONTHLY MEETINGS. 





OUR PRESENT DUTY. 
[This may be conducted by the President of the Auxiliary, or by anyone whom 


she may appoint. Each lady should hold a copy cf the Misstonary HELPER, and 
as many as possible take part in the exercise, ] 


President.—Many Christians fail to see their duty to work for 
Foreign Missions. Can you show that such an obligation has 
been assumed by every Christian ? 

Secretary.—Yes, by the best proof in the world,—the Word 
of God. 

Pres.—How does that show it? 

Member.—Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gospel to every creature.” It is the duty of every soldier, 
who enlists in an army, to obey commands. We have enlisted 
in the service of the King of kings, and we have no alternative 
but to obey commands. 

Pres.—How can we a// go “ into all the world ?”’ 

Treasurer.—Just as an army occupies a country. Each regi- 
ment has its place, and each company and each man in the 
company respective places. It is the duty of the whole Chris- 
tian Church to plan for the evangelization of the whole world. 
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Each Christian body has its specific work. Free Baptists have 
taken a district in India, as their part of the “all the world” 
work in foreign countries. 

Pres.—But is not this country a part of “all the world?” Is 
there not need of a great deal of work here, and may we not fulfil 
the spirit of the command, if we work for the extension of Christ’s 
kingdom in the more destitute parts of our own country?” 

Member.—We certainly should carry out the spirit of the 
command more fully, if we did a great deal more home-mis- 
sion work. As a denomination, we ought to do ten times as 
much work in the West and for the colored people of the South, 
as we are doing. But, with so many millions of heathen who 
have never so much as heard that there is a Saviour, we ought 
to feel a deep sense of our responsibility to carry to some of 
them the good tidings. : 

Pres.—We have several missionaries in India. Does not that 
meet our obligation ? 

Member.—In part. But we shall. fail to do our whole duty, 
until the entire field which we occupy is sufficiently supplied 
with missionaries to enable all the people to learn of Christ’s 
wonderful salvation. 

Pres.—Do you think it possible for our denomination to raise 
money enough to thus supply the whole field? 

Member.—With the help that has come and is to come in 
future from denominations of like faith, we are able to fill the 
whole field creditably to ourselves and with honor to our 
Saviour. 

Pres.—It is hard work for us to sustain the missionaries now 
in the field. How is it possible to largely increase the number ? 

Member.—By 4% revival of missionary zeal, which shall make 
us determine to raise as many dollars per year for our work in 
India, as there are members in our churches. That would give 
us about $60,000. 

Pres.—Are you not aware that there are many young mem- 
bers who have Jittle money of their own, and some very poor 
ones who cannot give even two cents per week? 
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Member.—There are enough persons in every church who 
ought to give five, ten, twenty-five, fifty, or a hundred dollars a 
year, to far more than balance the loss to which you refer. 

Pres.—Do you suppose it will ever be done ? 

Member.—I suggest that we begin with our own church, and 
that we keep the missionary spirit so stirred up during the year 
1887, that we shall not only send to the treasurers of the differ- 
ent societies an amount equal to $1.00 per member, for Foreign 
Missions, but that we will raise a like sum for Home Missions, 
and not neglect our educational interests, either. 

Pres.—What do you say? Will you try to do it? 

All.—We will, God helping us. 








HOME DEPARTMENT. 


WOMAN’S WORK FOR WOMAN. 

TTHE pressing demand for ‘ woman’s work for woman ’’ has 

begotten the modern Woman’s Missionary Society. The 
heart-cries of millions of degraded women in far-off lands have 
so moved the women of our own country, that thousands of 
them have been aroused to duty, and are rendering loving ser- 
vice to those sitting in darkness. But, slowly it may be, the 
fact is being recognized that the quality of woman’s work for 
woman depends upon the character of the workers. As the 
president of the Woman’s Bureau, at Ocean Park, says, “ The 
purpose of the Woman’s Missionary Society is to give the Gos- 
pel of the blessed Christ to the world. How is this plan to be 
executed? By the physical, mental, and spiritual power of our 
womanhood.” . 

Out of this need of strong, self-reliant, spiritually-minded 
women has grown the department of the HELper known, during 
the past year, as the “Home Department.” And with pleas- 
ure we announce, in this first number of another year, that the 
Society whose organ the HELPER is, looks with favor upon this 
work, and gives it its indorsement in the following resolution :— 
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‘“‘Whereas, What American women are to heathen women de- 
pends upon what they ARE; for only by developing their highest 
spiritual womanhood can they truly help others, and consequently 
a healthy growth of ‘woman's work for woman’ depends upon this 
development; therefore, 


‘* Resolved, That we hereby express our interest in, and appreci- 
ation of, any effort which may be made by the MISSIONARY HELPER, 
local quarterly ny and State auxiliaries, and by the Woman's 
Bureau at Ocean Park, Me., to promote Christian culture, which 
shall recognize the physical and mental life in their sacred relations 
to Spirit, and which shall lift woman to her highest privilege.” 


This resolution is based upon the idea that “ what American 
women are to heathen women depends upon what they a@ze,” 
which recognizes the fact that one’s helpfulness to others can 
never exceed one’s ability to help. “‘ Results abroad are in- 
timately connected with consecration in our service at home. 
The tides of salvation there cannot rise higher than the tides of 
prayer and devotion here.” Frances Power Cobbe says: “ The 
truest and surest way in which we can serve our fellow-men 
is not ’so much / do anything for them, as fo de the very purest 
and noblest beings we know how.” The person who aims in all 
things at inward purity zs helpfulness, and has an atmosphere 
which is felt even in remote corners of the earth. 

Viewed from this stand-point, anything that can contribute to 
the development of the home workers, and make their service 
to others more efficient, is as much a part of missionary work as 
it is to use that ability for others. So he/ped and helping, receiv- 
ing and giving, are two sides of the same thing, and should not 
be divorced from each other in missionary work. Mrs. Dr. 
Phillips thus wrote to the Society, at its recent meeting in Ohio: 
“‘ Highest spiritual culture will make us spend and be spent for 
suffering humanity ; and I shall most heartily welcome anything 
in the HELPER that will lift us to a higher spiritual plane.” Be- 
cause of this need, the resolution of the Society encourages the 
use of any means by the HELPER, local quarterly meetings, and 
State societies, that will promote Christian culture, which shall 
recognize the physical and mental life in their sacred relations 
to the Spirit. 
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But we cannot overlook the fact that this resolution, if its 
spirit is ever realized in our work, calls for consecration in our 
daily lives, and temperance in our daily habits ; in short, demands 
that we become fit temples for the Holy Ghost, that thereby we 
can help others. 
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THE LIBERTY WHEREWITH CHRIST MAKES MEN FREE. 


Dr. JACKSON, in a recent number of Zhe Laws of Life, says of 
the liberty wherewith Christ makes us free :— 


‘‘I cannot conceive of anything so delightful, so joyous, so in- 
spiring, so ecstatic, so health-giving, so thoroughly and consciously 
saving, as being filled with the fullness of God, being so under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit as to have no passion nor appetite, no 
propensity nor instinct, no thought nor feeling, no conscience nor 
judgment, no wish nor will, diverse from God’s; but on the other 

and to be disposed and prompted constantly by the Spirit of life 
which is in Christ Jesus, to cry out in any and every way in which 
consciousness can take voice, ‘ Not my will, O God, but thine, be 
done.’ Such one has begun to be free.” 


Let a person be so filled with spiritual life, that, as he further 
says, “‘ Divine life embraces him and hides his life with Christ’s 
life,’ and he can do all things. To him, nothing that is 77g/¢ is 
impossible. How much we need this baptism into the Spirit ! 
We can afford to sell all that we have that we may obtain it. 
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DON’T HURRY. 


SHAKESPEARE says, ‘* They stumble who run fast.” Nothing is 
gained by hurrying, and how much that is irretrievable is often lost. 
Go slow; it pays better in every way. 

Probably nothing tires one so much as feeling hurried. When, in 
the early morning, the day’s affairs press on one’s attention before- 
hand, and there comes the wonder how in the world everything is to 
be accomplished, when every interruption is received impatiently, 
and the clock is watched in distress as its moments flit past, then the 
mind tires the body. We are wrong to drive ourselves with whip 
and spur in this way. Each of us is promised strength for the day, 
and we must not wear ourselves out. If only we can keep cool and 
calm, we shall be less wearied when we have reached the eventide. 
The children may be fractious, the servants trving, the friend we 
love may fail to visit us, the letter we expect may not arrive ; but, if 
we can preserve our tranquiiity of soul and demeanor, we shall get 
through everything creditably.— Selected. 
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Ex-GOVERNOR ELIsHA Dyer, of Rhode Island, suggests for 
discussion, by members of the “ Chautauqua Literary and Scien- 
tific Circle,” this subject: ‘“‘Is the present system of education 
for women the best calculated to promote the highest attain- 
ments for the moral, mental, physical, and practical culture of 
the sex?” He gives as a reason for this discussion, “ the 
liability in American families to the extremes of fortune, by 
which ‘some are almost instantaneously elevated to position, 
others depressed. In the latter case, what more valuable and 
effective resource can there be than the counsels of a well- 
balanced woman?” And is it not true that such women are 
needed in all departments of life ? 





~ a 
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In one of Murillo’s pictures in the Louvre, he shows us the 
interior of a convent kitchen ; but doing the work there are not 
mortals in old dresses, but beautiful, white-winged angels. One 
serenely puts the kettle on the fire to boil, and one is lifting up 
a pail of water with heavenly grace, and one is at the kitchen 


dresser, reaching up for plates; and there is a little cherub 
about, and getting in the way, trying to help. As the painter 
puts it to you on the canvas, all are so busy and working with 
such a will, and so refining the work as they do it, that somehow 
you forget that pans are pans, and pots pots, and only think of 
the angels, and how very natural and beautiful kitchen work is— 
just what the angels would do, of course.—W. C. Gannett, in 
tract, “Blessed be Drudgery.” 
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To make the most of an individual life, with all its peculiar 
limitations and possibilities ; to redeem scattered, desultory par- 
ticles of time; to look intelligently at the wonderful object- 
lessons which the humblest life presents as tests of our reason or 
faith,—this is a great work. To be a healthy influence in the 
home, and minister to its life, growth, and purity,—this is a 
great work. To be a healing influence in the church and social 
life ; to be a peace-maker, a healer of strife, a promoter of every 
good work within our reach ; to invest a life wisely and profitably, 
to touch other lives kindly and healthily,—this is a great work ; 
and blessed is that band or organization which helps a man or 
woman to do it well.— Zhe Chautauquan. 
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WORDS FROM HOME WORKERS. 





MAINE, 


The Woman’s Missionary Society, of the Parsonsfield Quarterly 
Meeting, held a public meeting, Nov. 10, in S. Limington. The 
president, Mrs. L. G. Clark, South Parsonsfield, presided. After 
the devotional exercises, the secretary read reports from three auxil- 
iaries. Mrs. Tedford gave a verbal report of Limerick, Miss Pugs- 
ley of Cornish, Mrs. Clark that of East Parsonsfield. ‘‘What a little 
child can do,” was recited by Addie H. Walker. Mrs. C. E. Ted- 
ford read an essay on ‘*Ceylon.” Select reading by Mrs. E. 
Dimmock, ‘‘So Much to do at Home.” An essay by Mrs. Palmer. 
A plea for two cents a week. Recitation by Miss May Moors, 
‘‘What shall we do for the Mission?” Remarks were made by Rev’s 
C. Gates, Congregationalist, of Limington; O. T. Moulton, Steep 
Falls; and F. A. Palmer. A collection of $7.00 was taken. 

Thursday morning a business meeting was called to chose officers. 
Mrs. L. G. Clark was re-elected president; Mrs. F. A. Palmer, 
secretary; Mrs. Richards, treasurer. 

Mrs. F. A. PALMER, Q. M. Secretary. 


NEw HAMPSHIRE. 


At the October session of the New Durham Quarterly Meeting, 
convened at North Nottingham, Oct. 27, the Woman’s Missionary 
Society held a business meeting in the afternoon, and a public meet- 
ing in the evening. At the latter, an interesting programme was 
given, and a collection of $10.00 taken. We are sorry to report 
many fields uncultivated ; but the work is slowly going forward, and 
we trust in time to see all yielding much fruit for the mission cause. 

A review of the quarter’s work brings some encouragment, as it 
shows an increase of numbers, money, and interest. 

ELLA PLACE, Q. M. Secretary. 


OHIO. 


From Mrs. Jennie Walker, we learn that the Woman’s Missionary 
Society at Attica has some faithful workers, who mean to do all they 
can, although the general interest in missionary work is not encour- 
aging. 
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MICHIGAN. 


The Genesee Quarterly Meeting Woman’s Missionary Society met 

with the Marathon church, at Columbiaville, Oct. 16, Mrs. M. R. 
' Rose presiding. The exercises were opened by singing, reading 
selections of Scripture, and prayer by Rev. Mr. Hones. The pro- 
gramme of the evening consisted of secretary’s, treasurer's, and 
auxiliaries’ reports, the latter being a full report from all the 
churches. Then came select readings by Mrs. Aurund and Mrs. 
Langdon; also a letter from the Gilford Society, read by Mrs. Van- 
dermark. Recitations followed, by Faith Tree, ‘*‘ Found Wanting ;” 
and by Bertha Brown, ‘‘ The Little Red Box;” with remarks by 
Rev. Mr. Bryant, on Missions. The collection of the evening was 
$5.96, and for the quarter, $58.26. The Marathon Auxiliary sent 
Mrs. Coldren $3.00, birthday offerings for woman’s work. After 
singing, the benediction was pronounced by Bro. Tree. 

E. N. WHEELER, Q. M. Secretary. 


WISCONSIN. 


The Hortonville Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, the object 
of which is to aid in sustaining the Balasore Industrial School, held a 
public meeting, Sunday evening, Dec. 12. The service was opened 
by a Scripture reading by the president, Mrs. J. Griffin. Prayer 
was offered by Rev. Wm. Mitchell; singing by the choir. The 
president then made a few remarks concerning the Industrial School. 
A paper was read by Miss Elma Sanborn; one also by Miss Clara 
Hull. Rev. J. Griffin brought forth a number of idols and trinkets 
that his son, Z. F. Griffin, sent him from India. All seemed inter- 
ested, and, after service, crowded around, in order to get a better 
view. The secretary read a selection, after which Rev. William 
Mitchell made a few very interesting remarks. The president, by 
visiting the members of the Society and friends, obtained $5.00 
with the collection, which has been forwarded to Rev. A. Given. 
The meeting was closed by singing ‘‘ From Greenland’s Icy Moun- 
tain.” Mrs. L. F. BriGGs, Secretary. 
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‘* Ours is the seed time, God alone 
Beholds the end of what is sown.. 
Beyond our vision, weak and dim, 
The harvest time is hid with Him.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


“INDIA’S CORAL STRANDS.” 


BY F. D. G. 

EEING somewhat of India, we must conclude that Bishop 
Heber knew the advantages of poetical license, when he 
thus put India among the lands yet to learn of the Christ, and to 
be brought into his kingdom. But still, if he meant that pieces 
of coral, washed from some distant coral reef, might be picked 
up on India’s shores, then his words are literally true, for we 

have picked up such bits. 

There may have been, however, more than a passing senti- 
ment in his noble mind,—a hint of the great fact of the strand- 
ing in abundance, in far-famed India, of the most precious 
coral, broken from the parent stem and drifted afar from its 
true home, yea, buried beneath the blinding sands of ignorance, 
and dark superstitions of a man- conceived religion. 

Gathering upon the sea-shore real pieces of coral, washing 
from them the sands filling their crevices, and then placing 
them out to whiten in the sun’s rays,—how striking the spiritual 
lesson taught us! In just such a way shall India’s millions be 
cleansed from the defilement of superstition, falsehood, and sin, 
by the blood of the Lamb, and become whitened to purity in 
the “light that lighteth every man.” This is not a question of 
“to be or not to be,” for we know there is no “ not to be” in 
God’s work. The redemption of India is # de. It is so written 
in the eternal decrees of God. ‘The steady onward march of 
the Gospel assures us of the complete fulfillment of prophecy. 
True to the words of John the Revelator, Satan’s power is being 
bound. Only here and there does he show any royal control 
over even the smallest of earth’s kingdoms. Christianity already 
has manifested wonderful triumphs in India. Memory of the 
historical fact of doors closed alike by natives and English gov- 
ernment may never cease ; but those doors have been long since 
opened, to close.no more. Other notable successes, acknowl- 








THE MISSIONARY HELPER. 27 





edged as the fruit of Christian teaching and influence ; viz., the 
prohibition of child sacrifice, burning of widows with the dead 
bodies of their husbands, and reforms of other bad stains, con- 
ducted under cover of religion, and blackening the page of this 
country’s history,—all these have tended to convince the people 
that Christianity, as a religion, is a force not to be despised. 
But now the question arises, Can these people be convinced 
that Christianity contains the substance of all truth; that what 
there is good in Hinduism and all other faiths of the world is 
to be found in it? Will it be better for them than their own 
religion? It must show this; it must prove its superior truth if 
it would supplant such an ancient ancestral faith. The Brahma 
Somaj, receiving its most vigorous life from Keshub Chunder 
Sen, claims for its faith, truth wherever found; and it finds, 
moreover, too much good seed in the Bible to ignore it. Pro- 
fessing to be but a purification, or a reformation of present cor- 
rupt Hinduism, and holding to many Hindu customs, it finds 
ready favor among the better educated of India, for it has no 
especial prejudices to overcome like Christianity. Questioning 
almost any educated Hindu, you soon learn that he thinks Brah- 
manism is the true faith, though not yet ready to break away 
from his father’s religion to accept it. Here, then, is the con- 
test ground. Christianity must show itself superior to even this 
new form of faith. But is this difficult? ‘To our own view, no! 
for, in two reasons, we can find sufficient evidence. Christianity 
is not, like Brahmanism, a patched-up faith, selected by man from 
this and that religious system, a thing of growth to-day ; but, 
rather, it is woven entire in itself, and as old as man. Its truth 
is an inherent element, co-existent with,God. ‘ Whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, whatso- 
ever things are true,”’ where else found of old, given to man as 
needed in the progress of his development, except in this 
simple, pure faith of the one God? But Christianity, while 
possessing truer and older truths than any other religious sys- 
tem, has a still greater element, which no other system can with 
any comparable reasons claim. Our religion is of God. The 
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special power of God was in the beginning, has been, and con- 
tinually is its motive power. By no natural laws can we explain 
its existence in a pure monotheistic form, during its earlier life, 
as the religion of a small and weak nation. Only by Divine in- 
terference could that nation have maintained its existence for 
hundreds of years, when surrounded by idolatrous nations. In 
this fact of a God, conscious and present to help, and manifested 
in preparing a way for the world’s redemption, lies the superi- 
ority of Christianity to other systems. It is of God,—a religion 
adapted for the whole world. Herein is its past success and 
future glory. But this, too, is the stumbling block to people 
here. The whole religious education of this people makes it 
difficult for them to conceive of God as a Heavenly Father, 
waiting to receive back to his loving arms his prodigal children, 
or as a Shepherd seeking to save the lost, or still more as send- 
- ing his own Son to die as a sacrifice for them. Such ideas are 
foreign to minds that have hitherto seen no hope except in the 
strivings of the individual, who has a faint expectation, after 
striving a long time in finite existences, to sometime enter into 
infinity. Visionary and unsatisfying, indeed, especially before 
the Gospel’s hope. But the blessings so near them they are 
ignorant of. Even the best educated know but little of the 
merits of Christianity; and “how can they hear without a 
preacher? and how can he preach except he be sent?” This is 
God’s work, and his people are his appointed workers. Zo go 
and 0 send are the two ways to work. As we desire the glory 
of the Lord, so may we work for the progress of his kingdom ; 
and, so working, even we of this generation shall be astonished 
at the greatness of the glory manifested in India and all the world. 
Midnapore. 


—_ =. 
i aid 





‘‘ IT matters little where we toil, 
Heaven’s palms will grow on any soil, 
And all lands face the sky ; 
The Cross knows neither east nor west; 
Who follows Christ must needs be blest 
Who asks not ‘where’ nor ‘why.’” 
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CHILDRENS’ NICHE. 





WHAT GOD DOES FOR BOYS. 


OD wants the boys, all kinds of boys, 
; To love him, serve him, do his will ; 
He wants those boys that make a noise, 
And those who keep so very still. 


God calls the boys, yes, every one,— 
Those that are in and out of school ; 

Though jumping, shouting, full of fun, 
He leaves none out: that is his rule. 


God Joves the boys of every kind, 

The rich and poor, the short and tall ; 
Even for wicked ones, you'll find 

His grace is given to one and all. 


God gives the boys a tender heart, 
And says, just so they all can hear, 

‘*Will you not choose the better part 
Just now, while Jesus is so near?” 


Christ died for boys; he knows their need 
Of all his precious blood can do; 
The ‘* Bread of Life ” their souls will feed, 
And gives them ‘‘ living water,” too. 
—Mrs. A. P. Graves, in the Standard. 


2 
i i 


A, MISSIONARY SURPRISE MEETING. 
(From the Missionary Record.) 
H, dear!” sighed Stella, “mamma, why can we never 
have a missionary meeting ?”’ 

‘*‘T suppose,” laughed Mrs. Brown, “it’s because good Bro. 
Wade has taught us ‘Charity begins at home,’ and the rest of 
our church people agree with him. The heathen here ought to 
be converted before the heathen abroad.” 
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“What would have become of us if Paul and the disciples had 
thought that, and never left Jerusalem until every one there was 
converted ?”’ Stella answered. 

Mrs. Brown sighed, and for a few minutes neither spoke ; 
then Mrs. Brown looked up brightly. “ Dear,’’ she said, “let 
us have a meeting, and surprise every one.” : 

“ How can we, mamma; there isn’t a man in the church but 
the minister, who is enough interested to make a speech, and 
he always seems to apologize for mentioning the subject. We 
all know he does not expect anything, and his expectations are 
always fulfilled.” 

““Yes, but we won’t have any men in our meeting.” 

“No men !”’ gasped Stella, “why, mamma, are you going to 
make a speech ?” 

“No, dear. I wish I were strong enough; but I’ll have my 
Sunday-school girls make it for me.” 

“Your girls! Surely they don’t know anything of missionary 
work.” 

“Very little ; but in two weeks I mean they shall know more, 
and in three we’ll have the meeting.” 

“ But I will not be here then,” Stella urged. 

“No; still, you can help me drill them; and our letters will 
tell you all about it.” 

And that evening the missionary meeting was begun. Mrs. 
Brown sent for “her girls,” as she lovingly called them, and 
told them her plan. They, actuated first by love for their gentle 
teacher, and afterwards by love for the work itself, eagerly 
carried it out. Stella was far away when it came off; but she 
knew all about the meeting from the letters that came. The 
one that interested her the most was from Jennie Clark, a girl 
friend, but not a member of the Oakville church. It ran :— 

DEAR STELLA :—Your mamma asked me to write you of thé 
missionary meeting. It wassuchacute one. I don’t know as that 
is just the way to put it, but that is the way it struck me. You will 
wonder at my,being there, and I may as well tell you how I came 
to go; then you will understand how half the town went also. 
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Last Sunday, at each church in town, the minister read a little 
note: “ Please say to your people that eight young ladies of 
Oakville have just learned some very interesting facts, and will 
be glad to communicate them to all who care to listen, at the 
M. P. church, Sunday night, August 8th, 1886.” 

Well, every one of us asked every one else, “Who are the girls, 
and what are they going to.tell?’”” No one knew. Even Mr. 
Haid himself maintained a perfect silence on the subject, and 
by Sunday night every man, woman, and child in town was filled 
with a desire to know what these eight mysterious girls knew, 
and you may be sure we all went to find out. The service was 
opened by the singing of Miss Havergal’s beautiful hymn, “ Tell 
it Out Among the Heathen.” Mr. Haid read a chapter from 
the Bible, and Mr. Wade made a prayer. Then Mr. Haid said: 
‘My friends, I now put this meeting in the hands of the young 
ladies. I do not know what they have to tell you, but I am 
eager to hear them.” In a moment, sweet-faced Eva Gray 
arose from a seat full of girls, and came quietly into the speak- 
er’s stand. Opening a paper, she said, “I read this about the 
girls in India. I do not think any of you have heard it ; but it 
is all true, for Mrs. Cook was there, and saw these things with 
her own eyes.” ‘Then, with burning cheeks and downcast eyes, 
she read us the story of a child-wife in a zenana of India. It 
was a pitiful tale, and as Eva read of the cruelty and wrong 
heaped on the poor, defenceless little creature, the young men’s 
cheeks flushed with indignation ; and all over the church the 
people leaned forward breathlessly to listen. As Eva finished 
the story, she said, “And this is only one of a thousand, my 
sisters. I can not go and open a zenana door myself, but I can 
send a key that will.” Then she laid a Bible on the desk, and 
Anna Vance took her place. 

You know what a merry, mischievous face Anna has ; but the 
mischief was not there to-night, only sweet earnestness, as she 
openea her paper, saying, “ Friends, do you know how widows 
in Africa are treated?” And then she read an account of the 
funeral of an African chief. Oh, it was horrible! horrible! And 
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as one ghastly detail after another fell from her lips, our cheeks 
paled and our hearts throbbed; and when she said, laying a 
Bible on Eva’s, ‘‘'That funeral is over; but, friends, unless we 
send these books to stop them, a thousand more will follow,” 
every one of us wanted to go and pile Bibles on that stand. 
And so the readings went on, each a story of human woe in 
Africa, Japan, or India, until our hearts were filled with pity and 
sorrow. ‘Then Kate Evans read a story, “ Mrs. Prickett’s Mis- 
sionary Box.” It was a very simple tale of an old woman, who 
put a cent in her missionary box every time she remembered a 
mercy. Many of the mercies were things we had just been 
listening to ; as when she putin a cent because she was not born 
a cannibal, we laughed ; but it was real heart laughter, with the 
sound of tears in it. We were charmed with the story; and 
Kate’s only comment was, as she folded her paper, “We have told 
you some things we think you did not know. Here are some 
Bibles: when the African reads them, he will not bury the 
widow alive ; when the Hindoo reads them, the child-wife will 
not spend her days in ceaseless anguish ; and here is my mes- 
senger to carry afar ‘ Peace and good-will to all men,’” and, laying 
a dollar on the pile of Bibles, she went quietly back to her seat. 

Instantly old Mr. Wade came forward. His voice trembled 
and his hands shook as he piled up all the money he had about 
him on those Bibles, saying, “ I want to help send those Bibles. 
We have kept them waiting already too long ; but I wot, breth- 
ren, it was through ignorance ye did it, as did I; and I thank 
these young ladies for telling us.” That’s the shortest speech 
Mr. Wade ever made ; but it took well, and in a minute some 
one was going down the aisle with a basket that was filled clear 
to the top. Well, that is about all there is to tell; only I don’t 
think any of us realized, until it was over, we had been to a red- 
hot, enthusiastic missionary meeting, and, stranger still, we are 
going to another soon, where the girls are to tell just what was 
done with the money; and when it comes off, you shall hear 
from me again. Until then I am Your loving 

JENNIE. 
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PUBLISHERS’ DEPARTMENT. 





DEAR SUBSCRIBERS :—Your Publishing Agent invites your at- 
tention to this department of the HELPER, which will hereafter 
have a place in each issue ; and it is hoped that the facts here 
stated and suggestions made will prove of interest and mutual 
profit. 

With this number, our magazine enters upon its tenth year, 
and it is proposed to make it more of a helper than it has ever 
been. The Editorial Department will be under the manage- 
ment of Mrs. Emeline S. Burlingame, whose name is synonymous 
with good things. The list of adttortal Contributors contains 
the names of women who are familiar with our work, and have 
the disposition and ability to contribute timely articles. The 
latest news from our missionaries and mission fields will appear 
in our pages. 

The Home Department, under the direction of Miss L. A. 
DeMeritte, will be replete with suggestion and inspiration. The 
other departments, Words from Home Workers, and Children’s 
Niche, will be well sustained, as in the past. And now we come 
with the following appeal, that every old subscriber come to 
our support by sending the name of one new subscriber, on, 
or before, March rst. 

Every old subscriber is invited to assist in a grand rally to 
DOouBLE OUR SUBSCRIPTION List, within the next two months. 

This ought to be done, and we believe that what ought to be 
can be. There is one of two things that each can do, and if 
each does one of the two, our list will be doubled. First, let 
each present reader secure one new name. You can do it, and 
with very little effort. Ask the first person you meet. Tell 
what the plan is, and ask for a subscription. If disappointed, 
continue to ask until you secure at least one. But, if you should 
not succeed in soliciting a subscription, that you may have a 
share in this enterprise, we would suggest that you send in fifty 
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cents, with the name of some one to whom you wish the maga- 
zine sent for the year. We shall expect that any persons who have 
the magazine as a present, this year, will subscribe for it hereafter. 

We can not send a personal letter to each subscriber ; but will 
not each one accept this as a direct invitation, and, acting upon 
the suggestion, widely extend the usefulness of the HELPER, and 
assist in putting into our hands funds enough not only to carry 
forward th2 magazine successfully, but to leave a handsome bal- 
ance for direct mission work ? 

Will you do it? 


> 
a aid 


Our readers will notice that the name of the Free Baptist 
Printing Establishment appears in place of J. A. & R. A. Reid, 
as printers of the HreLper. While we acknowledge the high 
order of their work, and the kindly interest which has always 
characterized the dealings of Messrs. Reid, it is with pleasure 
that we announce that, hereafter, our magazine will come from 
the press of our denominational printing establishment. We 
believe that all our subscribers will be glad to learn of this step 
toward centralizing our work, and the more so, as the change is 
decidedly favorable to our finances. 

The several changes that now occur in the management of 
the magazine will naturally give rise to some delays and mis- 
takes for the present. We ask the leniency of subscribers for 
all such delays, and especially request that you notify us a¢ once 
of any errors, and we will speedily rectify. 

Please read carefully notice on second page of cover, and 
save editor and agent inconvenience by directing according to 
the nature of your business. Mrs. Etta H. ANDREWS. 








CONTRIBUTIONS. 


F. B. WOMAN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Receipts from Nov. 1 to Dec. 1, 1886. 


MAINE. 14c. Incidental Fund 
Bangor, Auxiliary, salary Miss Dover and Foxcroft, Auxiliary, 
‘oombs $6 35 for general work 
Corinna, Mrs. E. L. Tasker, $1; East Otisfield, Auxiliary, for 
Mrs. B. P. Hubbard 50 c. Bible with Mrs. Smith, and 
for general work L. M. of ag meee Flint... 
Cumberland, Q. M. Auxiliary, Ellsworth, Q. M. Auxiliary, for 
collection $1 general work ; Carrie with Mrs, Burkholder 
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and balance L. M. of Mrs. 
Flora A. Hall ° 
Kenduskeag, Mrs. & J. 
; Mrs. S. F. Emerson 
F. M ° 
s, Auxiliary, for 
Tipperi and L. M, of Mrs. 

Ss. tin 

Saco, Auxiliary,.... 

So. Windham, Auxiliary, Miss 
Bacheler’s outfit and passage 
$2; general work $1.50..... 

White Rock, Miss Bacheler’s 
support $4.25; church collec- 
Cion: | A.KOcccccccncsccccesce 

West Charleston, Mrs. Ella 
"FRO si ciceatadcessceccvesss 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Ashland, Young People’s So- 


ChetYoccccsecneccocccces eocce 
Center Sandwich, Auxiliary.... 
ay " rs. Mary E. 
Thyng for Harper's Ferry.. 
Dover, Auxiliary, 1st F. B. 
church eieee P 
Dover, Auxiliary, Washington 
Street church...... edececces 
Dover, a friend. ..... beevuwe wines 
Holderness, church.......... eee 
Laconia, Auxiliary, Thank Of- 
fering by Mrs. Young and 
Mrs. Hayward 
Meredith Village, Auxiliary.... 
Milton Mills and Acton, church, 
Northwood Ridge, Mrs. Bean 
for teacher with Mrs. Burk- 
holder........ Jacdesbantanee 
Rochester Village, Auxiliary, 
for school at Jellasore...... 
Walnut Grove, Auxiliary....... 
Weare, Q. M., Auxiliary....... 
“One of the little ones,” for 
Home Missions...... 


VERMONT-~- 


North Danville, Auxiliary, for 
Mrs. Smith’s salary .......% 
North Tunbridge, Auxiliary, for 
Mrs. Smith’s salary ........ 
Wheelock, Q. M., uci, 
proceeds Missionary concert 
at East Charleston, for Mrs. 
Smith’s salary..cccccsseceee 
Wheelock, < .», Auxiliary, 
proceeds Missionary concert 
at West Derby, for Mrs. 
Smith’s salary...ccccescsece 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Abington, Mrs. Hannah K. 
Pierce for zenana teacher; 
and L. M. of Miss L, 
Coombs, Midnapore, India, 

Blackstone, Auxiliary, Miss 
Phillips, $2,50; Miss Frank- 





lin, $3.75; Western work, 
2.50 eee eter eeeeeeeee 
Blackstone, Auxiliary, “ Busy 
Bees,” Miss Franklin, Miss 
I. Phillips, and Western 
work, each $1.25..eseeeeees 
Taunton, Auxiliary, Miss H 
Phillips, $2.50 : Miss Frank- 
Hints $0.50 a ccccescocccscesese 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Block Island, Auxiliary, Miss 
H. Phillips’s salary, $2 50; 
Miss Franklin’s, $2.50...... 

Carolina, Young People’s So- 
ciety, 2.50; Miss Franklin’s 
salary, 3 's0... aevesesteccese 

Greenville, Missionary Bands, 
Miss Ida Phillips’s salary.. 

Greenville, Auxiliary, Miss H. 
Phillips’s salary..........+ 

Olneyville, Auxiliary, Miss H. 
Phillips’s salary, $15.00; 
Miss Franklin’s salary, $§.00 

Pawtucket, Auxiliary, Riss H. 
Phillips’s salary, $6.25 ; Miss 
Franklin’s salary, $6.25.... 

Pawtucket, Union Missionary, 
Auxiliary, Miss Phillips, 
$2.50; Miss Franklin, $2.50, 

Pawtucket, ‘* Little Workers,” 
Miss I. Phillips’s salary, 
$1 25; Ragged Schools,$1.25 

Pascoag, Auxiliary, Miss H. 
Phillips’s salary............ 

Providence, rs People’s So- 
ciety Roger Williams, Miss 
H. Phillips, $8.13; Miss 
Franklin, $8.12 

Providence, Busy Gleaners, 
Roger Williams, Miss 
Franklin esecvees 

Providence, Auxiliary, Green- 
wich Street, Miss H. Phillips 
$2.50; Miss Franklin, $7.50; 
General Fund, $1.25. biacae: a 

Providence, Auxiliary, Park St., 
Miss H. Phillips, $3.50; Miss 
Franklin, $3.50 

Providence, Auxiliary,Pond St., 
Miss Franklin, $2.50; Miss 
H. Phillips, $2.50 .....+.... 

Providence, Auxiliary, Roger 
Williams, Miss H. Phillips, 
$10.00; Miss Franklin $10.00 
for L. M. of Mrs. Ella HM. 
Andrews ee ee eeeeseeesereres 

Providence, Miss Amey Jackson, 
Miss H. Phillips, $2.50; 
Miss Franklin, $2.50....... 

Providence, Mrs. Eliza S. Har- 
rington ; Miss L.Coombs’s sal. 
ary, $50.00; work at Harper’s 
tes $50.00, to constitute as 
L. M.’s Mrs. Eliza S. Har- 
rington, Mrs. Chas..C. Har- 
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rington, Mrs. O. E. Baker, 
Mrs. Susan Spenser, Mrs. 


Lydia H. Armstrong....... $100 00 
Woonsochet, Ella F. Paine, 
$2.00 H. M. and $3.00 F. M. 5 00 
NEW YORK. 
Poland, Auxiliary, for Ambie’s 
SUNOE 9s00bsbenan eecccccee 7 50 
OHIO, 
Seneca & Huron, Auxiliary, for 
F. M, ccccccccccccccscseccee 24 12 
INDIANA. 
La Grange, Q, M., Auxiliary, 1-2 
each, H. M. and F.M...... 10 40 
ILLINOIS. 
Prairie City, Auxiliary, $6 25 for 
school with Miss Coombs.. 8 00 
MICHIGAN. 
Burlington, et $18 
M.; $1.00 H. * ight sence 87 
Calhoun & No. Branch, Q. M., 
Auxiliary, for Cairo Mission 6 46 
Cook’s Prairie, Auxiliary, for 
Western work.......- esecee 5 00 
Dayhere, 2 Aid Society, Auxiliary, 
for Western work.......... 2 50 


Elsie, Auxiliary, for F. M..-... $5 00 
Fairfield, Auxiliary, for Miss 
eiiisiidsvccckcsoediadaalons 1 25 
Grand Rapids,Q M., Auxiliary, 
$3. et for Chandbali F. M. 
$23.31 coece oe ok ee 26 31 
Hillsdal , ,Q. M., for F. M..... 36 75 
Springville, Mrs. S White for 
Miss. Butts... cccccsdecsiossce 2 co 
South Litchfield, Auxiliary,F.M. 3 00 
WISCONSIN. 
Fort Atkinson, _ Hawley 
Smith, $1.00 F. M; $1.00 
Mission in a 2 00 
Fort Atkinson, Mrs. Elvira S. 
Webb, $1.00 F. M.; $1.00 
Mission in South; $1.00 
Western work.......... eiee 3 00 
Waupun, Q. M. Society, for na- 
tive teacher with Miss I, 
Phillips .....e..e.- eessesces 3.00 
MINNESOTA. 
Champlin, F. B. S. S., for Miss 
I. Phillips’s salary..ceesseee 5 oo 
POs iiedcsecceeesncs $607 3% 


Laura A. DEMERITTE, 7yeas. 


Dover, N. H. 


OHIO ASSOCIATION.—WOMAN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Receipts for Nov., 1886, 


OHIO. 
Pierpont, peg eae Pi he 
2.80; 1d + te; Ed. 
Soc., ‘$1. BERANE 


Burgh Hill ¢ cah: E M. » $1.89; 
I.M., $1. E Soc. $. 
Ashtabula, Q. Rie ae - 
Ashtabula, wy. M. ag F. oN ¢. 82; 
H. M., $.82; Ed. Soc., $.41, 
Greene church, F.M 
Colebrook church, Ds Bas caceeed 
New ery ei F.M.. 
Cleveland, Q. M., 


Cleveland, unlliary, | eee BO 
$3.273, » $3.27; Ed. 
ORs IUGR, css cuonnes ec uen 


Richland & Licking, Q. M., W. 
M. S., F. M., $1.60; H. Ms 
$1.60; Ed. Soc., $.80.. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Pageville church, for outfit and 
assage of missionaries.... 


Spring Creek, Auxiliary........ 


TORR i vesssescnenes ona 


$7 00 


8S 


4 
9 





$51 O1 


Mrs. H. J. Cok, Treas. 


Cleveland, Ohio, Nov. 24, 1856. 


RECEIPTS FOR DEC., 1886. 


Union church, F. M., $4.00; H. 
» $4.00; Ed. Soc., $2.00.. 


10 00 





East Liberty church, F. M.. 


$1.20; $1.20; Ed. 
SOC WUD 250550 nieaeesenes 
Cleveland, oer ar F. M., 
$3-753 » Or. 02; Ed. 
Soc., sine Stet eush sh cionseons 
Cleveland, Rtas "for Har. 


per’s Ferry, H. Mucececcces 
“ oo Givers,” Cleveland, 
Broadway church, F.M........ 
Newton church, F. M., $2.00; 

+ $2,003 Ed Soc, $1. .00 
and Portage, Q. F, 
$1.28; H. M., $1.28; Ed. 

Soc., $ ne cena he 
Ree tt Ba ‘ghee Blanchester, 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Lake Pleasant, Auxiliary, F. M. 


Geauga 


"RE 6 4cb6cepsddiucs hee 


Mrs. 
Cleveland, Ohio, Dec. 29, 1886. 


Seneca and HuronQ. ¥ M., W.M. 
S. Receipts from Nov. +» 1884, 
to Nov., 1886. Foreign Mis- 
sions, $53.50; Home Mis- 
SIONS, SiBBG6.ceccccrscvccsee 


5 28 
3 00 
255 
I 00 
5 00 
3 21 
5 00 
4 80 
$52 84 





H. J. Cor, Treas. 


$72 36 


Treasurer. 





